Annual Safety Inspection, 21 Aug 2018 carried out by John Quicke, David Vallance and Roger Wilkins
Trees

1. Leaning conifer near far boundary. This appears to be stable and is well away from paths, so leave for the present. Inspect again in 2019                                                                                                                                        
2. Laurels near Parrotia that overhang path to be trimmed back to give more clearance Action DV
3. The Macrocarpa (174) by the steep path is not in good condition, but if limbs fall from it they will be away from the path. Inspect again in 2019                                                                                                                            
4. The large horse chestnut (170) by the steep path has a long horizontal branch going over the path at about 2m high. On inspection this branch is still sound and agreed no action required at present. Inspect again in 2019 
5. Cut off dead branches on yew near Redwood Way Action DV                                                                                                                                  

6. The lean on the cork oak (86) does not appear to have increased. The tree looks in good condition. It is well away from paths and not a safety hazard. Inspect again in 2019.  
7. The incense cedar in upper part of arboretum has lost two major limbs. The surviving trunk appears to be generally sound. Inspect again in 2019  
Other safety actions

8. Remove old corrugated iron and wooden boards near reservoir, as these present trip hazards. Done during inspection. 

9. Old electric meter in wooden cupboard near new path to track at bottom end of arboretum. The new path means more visitors go past here. Action JQ as a matter of urgency to check whether it is live and then take appropriate actions to decommission. JQ checked later in the day. It would appear not to be live, but will get further advice from professional electrician
Other actions suggested not related to safety

10. Cherry Tai Haku at bottom end of arboretum is in very poor condition and probably should be felled. Action DV to discuss with Vaughan and progress
11. Cherry 101 (near weeping spruce) To be cut back to within 2 or 3 ‘ of main trunk as suggested by ‘Forestry Group’.  Action DV to progress using professional input if required. 
12. Wisteria plants. Need to consider best way to support these.

13. We noted the successful establishment of the ferns in the shaded area near the entrance. Deep holes had been dug and new soil and compost put in before planting. A similar approach may be needed to successfully establish roses near Summerhouse.

Roger Wilkins
