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Notes from Allotment Holders meeting, Thursday 13TH September 7.30pm in Parish Hall Club Room

Allotment holders:	Tom Acton, Kathy Yate, Inna Hutchings, James Wilson, James Clarke

Parish Council: 		Cllr Graeme Barnell 

Apologies:	Kim Clarke; Jane Hole

Absent:- Louise Dudley, Alex Adams, Julie Pincott, Mike Fletcher

1. Introductions and welcome
Graeme welcomed everyone to the meeting
 
2. Tenancies
Two allotments are wanted by Chris Diver who lives in West Town. If his request is approved by the PC he wants to rent allotment numbers 4 and 5 at the “old school” end of the field. As well as cultivating flowers and vegetables he wants to keep bees. Some of those present knew Chris as an experienced local beekeeper who makes excellent honey. All present were in favour of him becoming an allotment holder and of his keeping bees. 
· GB explained that keeping of bees is permitted but requires the permission of the PC. 
· This will be requested at the meeting on 4th October.

3. Ongoing issues
Access and water - Nothing new to report. It is not known if the Old School site is being marketed yet. GB will keep allotment holders updated as news emerges.
Rabbits and other pests- Allotments holders remain in favour of ferreting to keep the rabbit population under control. It is not known if Louise Dudley has been able to engage her contacts who own ferrets. 
· GB agreed to contact Louise about this.
Cultivation and upkeep –Despite very difficult growing conditions this summer, GB confirmed that tenants were, mostly, keeping allotments tidy and cultivated. Tenants were mowing and maintaining unused areas. 
· The PC will shortly be clearing and strimming the two allotments that had been abandoned. The bramble thicket on one of these allotments will also be removed.
· GB will be contacting one or two tenants where there are concerns about upkeep.
· GB will ask Adam Reeves when the Estate intends to cut the hedges.

4. Recruiting new allotment holders
The meeting agreed that we should actively try to attract more allotment holders targeting first of all, people moving into the new housing in the village. 
· Inna and Kathy agreed to draft a leaflet that can be put through front doors and also on websites. 
· The cost will need to be kept low and both the leaflet and cost approved by the PC.

5. Communal compost
Allotment holders agreed to identify a local source of free or cheap manure/compost for collective use by allotment holders. This could be stored onsite. Any costs would need to be agreed and shared by allotment holders.
· Kathy to ask Liz (Post Office) about the availability of her heap of horse manure.
· Allotment holders to contact Kathy with other ideas for supplies of manure
· Tom to look into availabity of a mini digger and trailer (no cost) to shift manure.
 
 Date of next meeting –  14TH MARCH 2019 at 7.30pm 
