APPLICATION FOR SECTION 106 FUNDING
PARISH   Newton St Cyres
APPLICANT (i.e. Parish Council/Sporting Body)
   Newton St Cyres Parish Council and Friends of Newton Arboretum

CONTACT DETAILS
    Jane Hole, Clerk, Newton St Cyres Parish Council, Pump St, Newton St Cyres, Exeter EX5 5BY, 01392 851148, parishclerk@newtonstcyres-pc.gov.uk
     Roger Wilkins, Secretary, Friends of Newton Arboretum, Coldharbour, Newton St Cyres, Exeter, EX5 5DF, 01392 851337, rogerwilkins1@btinternet.com
PROJECT TITLE
  Widening gateway into Arboretum to improve wheelchair access

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED WORKS (please provide a written summary on the need, purpose and content of the project)
Background An arboretum was established in Newton St Cyres in the late 18th Century and extends over nearly 9 acres adjacent to the Church and near the centre of the village. It was not used for some 40 years and had become overrun with brambles. In 2010 a Licence Agreement was drawn up between the owner, John Quicke, and the Parish Council to facilitate public access, with the Parish Council paying a peppercorn rent. The Friends of Newton Arboretum were formed in 2010 to manage the arboretum on behalf of the Parish Council. The arboretum has been open to the public since 2011.
Brambles were cleared and a network of paths set up. Conditions were improved for many specimen trees, some of which are more than 200 years old, and there has been some tree replanting and the establishment of a fernery. The arboretum has become a much appreciated and well-used local facility and place of leisure with many visitors from Newton St Cyres and neighbouring parishes. 

In 2017 a new all-weather path was established with a specification suitable for use by wheelchairs (push or motorised) and pushchairs. We plan to extend this high-grade path in due course. However, the gate to the arboretum is rather narrow for wheeled chairs and difficult to open. The proposal is to widen the gateway to remove this constraint and thus improve the accessibility to the arboretum for these users.

Proposed work The present gate is 1 m wide and made of wrought iron with iron railings each side of the gate (see photo). We consider it important to maintain these features, whilst widening the entrance and at the same time replace the damaged railings to the right of the present gate. The gate(s) will be hung in a way that facilitates easy opening by wheelchair users.
LOCATION  (Please provide a description/nearest postcode and attach a plan)
The Arboretum is adjacent to the Church in Newton St Cyres with the A377 running along one side of the Arboretum although separated from the Arboretum by a path from the churchyard towards Home Farm. The Arboretum is accessed through the churchyard with the gateway being from this path (see plan).

The postcode for the Church is EX5 5BN
LAND OWNER DETAILS
John Quicke, Home Farm, Newton St Cyres, Exeter, EX5 5AY
HOW MUCH FUNDING ARE YOU APPLYING FOR?  (Please attach at least 3 quotations and highlight your choice of contractor.  Please note we cannot pay any VAT  - the VAT portion of the quote must be paid by the applicant)
We apply for £1,000.

We have had discussions with, and received quotations, from two blacksmiths (CH Jones and Paul Gilbert) and one fabricator (Ally Cat). Each quoted for the work that they considered best solved our problem.  The quotes from Ally Cat and CH Jones, both involved the fabrication and erection of a second gate of similar width and design to the present gate, with the new gate mounted to the left and the old gate to the right, replacing the damaged railings. Paul Gilbert advocated a different approach involving widening the present gate by 15-20 cm by inserting two matching rails This widened gate would be located where the damaged railings are at present. The gate would be self closing and, with the hinges to the right hand side, it would be easy to open and easy for users to manoeuvre into the Arboretum, as practically all come from the Church direction. New matching fixed railings would replace the present gate. All quotes were for work in untreated mild steel. This will rust quickly to look like the present wrought ironwork. In all cases some site preparation work will be done by our volunteers. 
We consider all these approaches are feasible and would satisfy our requirements.
The quotes:

The Ally Cat (see Annex 1) £1,000 plus VAT

CH Jones & Son (see Annex 2) £1,800 plus VAT

Paul Gilbert  (see Annex 3) £1,000 (no VAT)

Chosen contractor
Paul Gilbert  Not only is this the lowest quote, but we favour him because (1) he is a professional blacksmith with a strong reputation and (2) he has quoted for a neat solution that does not involve two gates and so avoids the need for two gates to be linked together and both shut.
Present gate and fence and plan of arboretum
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ANNEX 1

Quotation from The Ally Cat Fabrications Ltd, Creedy Vale, Down End, Crediton, EX17 1 HN

 Date: 11/10/2018
To fabricate shorter new steel fence 
panel, locate old gate onto end of new 
fence panel and make new gate to                                    £1000.00 
mount to old left hand fence panel. 
Giving wider entrance to Arboretum. 
Wouldn’t include any site work.

PLEASE NOTE: ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @20%

ANNEX 2

Quotation from CH Jones and Son, 1 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EW

Quotation Date 19/10/2018

Price for making a new gate to hang off existing upright. Gate to be made

to same style as existing gate. The current gate to be moved further along

fencing so it can marry up to the new proposed gate. The old fencing

taken out which at present is damaged & after removal the ends to be

addressed & tidied up. The existing gate upright to be concreted in. Price

for carrying out work will be for the complete job. 

£1,800.00 plus 20.00% VAT (£360.00)

ANNEX 3

Quotation from Paul Gilbert, The Forge, Crediton, EX17 5BT
Gate 

Work to be done making the Gate 6 to 8 inches wider by adding to the old gate , moving the gate and replacing railings 

This work can be done on the £1000  budget 

After all work is finished the Gate entrance will be fully working .

Thanks 

Paul Gilbert F,W,C,B

CHECKLIST
Have you attached:

· A site location plan?

· Three quotations?

WHEN THE WORKS ARE COMPLETE PLEASE SEND US PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE FINISHED PROJECT.  THANK YOU.

PLEASE RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM AND OTHER DOCUMENTATION TO:  cil@middevon.gov.uk
