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Since my election in May I’ve been busy finding out more about my new responsibilities. I’ve also tackling some of the issues that were raised with me during my campaign.
1. Communal areas maintenance at Tytheing Close, Court Orchard, Shuttern Close, and New Estate Sweetham
Mid Devon Council are responsible for the maintenance of and the communal areas as well as its rented housing on these estates. This includes some pathways and communal grassed areas 9apart form the Newton Village green). I’ve visited these estates with Any Paddison the Mid Devon Housing Neighbourhood Officer and agreed where work needs to be done. The cuts in the money given to local authorities has meant less money to spend on estate maintenance. However, both Andy and I share a determination not to let standards slip. This includes regular grass cutting, weeding of paths etc. Andy and I will be following up on agreed action points. Please let me know if you have concerns.

2. Road safety and the environment
Before and during my campaign I received a number of representations about road safety and environmental issues and a perceived lack of progress in getting these addressed. Most of these concerns arise from the ever-increasing volumes of traffic on the A377 and the impact of this on our communities. These concerns include: -
· Safe(r) road crossing points across the A377 at Smallbrook (bus stop), Newton Village, Tytheing, and Half Moon.
· Pavements/pathways in Half Moon and along Station Rd (between the school and the Bridge).
· Cycle paths particularly the planned Boniface Trail.
· 20mph speed limits on roads where children play especially those without pavements.
· The safety of the crossroads in Newton Village (A377 junction with Church Lane and Station Rd).
· Extending the Park and Ride service in Crediton
· Speeding along the A377 including Newton Village and Half Moon (Average Speed Camera plans)
· Pollution levels in Newton Village
I believe we need a local road safety action plan to be consulted on with local people and agreed with Devon County Council Highways and the Police. This should include a timetable for action. I will be meeting with managers from the Highways Department and the Police. I also hope to meet with the committee responsible for the Boniface Trail to find out how Mid Devon Council might be able to help in moving the Project towards completion. I have invited the Parish Council to discuss with me how we can work together to get this work done. 
3. Planning and Development
The Government is asking local councils to meet targets for more housing. The Mid Devon Council Local Plan sets out the amount and type of new housing to be built and where. This plan is still in draft form. The Government is now asking Mid Devon Council to review the Plan and look again at how housing targets can be met especially in the early years of the plan. We are also waiting for the latest version of the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan that will also include additional targets for new housing in Mid Devon. 
I have been asked to take on lead responsibility for Planning and Regeneration within the new governing Cabinet of Mid Devon Council. The Cabinet will soon be reviewing our responses to the Government on the Local Plan and our involvement in the Greater Exeter Plan. 
At the moment I understand that the Parish is not identified by Mid Devon Council for additional housing. However, I will obviously be keeping a close eye on this and I will update if there is new information. I am committed to involving local people in early discussions about any new housing development plans in the Parish
4. Contact
Please contact me if you want to share your views on these issues or on other matters relating to local services.
Cllr Graeme Barnell
Newbrooke Ward
Mid Devon District Council
01392 851308
07564541572
Facebook messaging:- https://www.facebook.com/Graeme-Barnell-District-Councillor-476396543103535/

Web Page:- https://www.newtonwonder.net/mid-devon-district-councillor.html

I am very happy to arrange a private meeting either in your home or his if this is needed.

 


