


Today's Agenda
Agenda

14:00 Welcome and aims of the session

14:05 The Power Allotments process, and background

14:15 The site finding process

14:30 Q&A Session, 15-30 minutes



• Devon ‘Climate Emergency’ and a UK Energy Crisis

• Invest in long-term, enduring solutions. 

• Seize the opportunity of cheap, clean, homegrown 
renewables. 

• Devon’s communities are best placed to choose renewable 
energy sites for the benefit of local people.

• Tasking Devon’s citizens to identify a ‘Power Allotment’ in their 
villages and towns.

• Each viable locality can have its own clean power station.

• Local income for local energy solutions.
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https://plymouthenergycommunity.com/our-
work/ernesettlehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YwOYU6qireY

https://southillcommunityenergy.coop

Community Energy



The 
Assignment

• Asking every parish in Devon to identify 5 acres of land for a 

community owned solar plant.

• Tucked away, away from homes and footpaths, unshaded and south 

facing and shielded behind hedges or in a lower amenity value area.

• An opportunity for small community owned solar f ields and a local 

income.
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Wildlife 
habitats

Guy Parker, Wychwood Biodiversity Guy Parker, Wychwood Biodiversity

Guy Parker, Wychwood Biodiversity

Guy Parker, Wychwood Biodiversity



The Benefits

• 1,200,000 kWh per year (equivalent to 
annual consumption of 400 homes based 
on 2,900kWh per year average 
consumption).

• Community fund, circa £5,000 per year.

• Landowner rental payment.

• Investor return, 5% with capital repaid 
over 20 years.

• Cheap electricity? Blocked by regulation. 
Power for People – Draft Local Electricity 
Bill https://powerforpeople.org.uk/the-
local-electricity-bill



Next Steps
A pipeline of projects backed by the local community

• Landowner: Approach landowner to agree Heads of 

Terms

• Grid: Apply for a grid offer

• Planning: Scope the project with LPA and engage 

key stakeholders

Prioritise best projects to progress into development by local 

community energy group or Devon Energy CIC.

Use portfolio-led purchase power to build out pipeline of small 

sites using local contractors

Timescales – approx. 2 years for planning/ legal work and build.
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If every parish in Devon hosted a 5-acre 

(1MW) solar farm, we could generate 450 

MW of solar electricity which is enough to 

power approximately 1/5th of all homes in 

the County.



Shona Reid

Graduate Community Project Developer

sreid@regen.co.uk | 07496 842782

mailto:Sreid@regen.co.uk


What makes a good site?

SPACE

(MINIMUM 5 ACRES -
PANELS AND 

EQUIPMENT. MORE 
FOR BIODIVERSITY).

PROXIMITY TO 
THE GRID

(OR A LARGE 
PRIVATE USER).

SUNNY

(NO SHADING 
AND PREFERABLY 
SOUTH FACING).

LAND NOT USED 
FOR OTHER KEY 

ACTIVITIES

(E.G., HIGH GRADE 
AGRICULTURE).

ROAD ACCESS

(EXISTING OR 
POTENTIAL).

A GOOD 
CONTENDER FOR 

PLANNING 
PERMISSION.

OUT OF SIGHT

(HIDDEN FROM MAIN 
ROADS, HOUSING AND 

RECREATIONAL AREAS).



Example site

6.8 acres

Space

Proximity 
to grid

Sunny

Land use + 
owner

Road 
access

Planning 
permission

Out of 
sight



https://devonenergycic.co.uk/our-projects/power-allotments-devon/

https://devonenergycic.co.uk/our-projects/power-allotments-devon/


The Handbook



The Power Allotments Map
Designed to be open minded 
but the grey areas show 
exclusions based on;

• Anywhere more than 2km 
from an 11kV or 33kV grid 
connection point.

• Anywhere in a built-up area.

• Any higher value agricultural 
land (Grade 1 or 2).

Yellow lines show parish 
boundaries. 

Your site doesn't have to be 
within a certain parish, and 
you can turn off this layer if it's 
confusing.



Submission 
Form

Fill out the details as best you 
can.

The more information we have 
about a site the better.

But don't worry if you don't 
know some of the details.



You

Reviewing your submissions

Submit your site!

You should receive a message 
confirming your submission has been 

recorded when you submit it.

We will aim to be in touch within 6 
weeks to inform you of the results of 

our analysis.

If we believe that your site 
has potential we will explain the next 

steps.

We will try and give feedback to 
everyone regardless of if their site is 

chosen at this moment in time.

Receive your site submission!

Start contacting people about the next 
steps or why their site hasn't been 

chosen.

We will put all the sites in a pipeline 
from most feasible to least.

We will now review the sites drawing 
on the other answers you provided in 
the Google Form and several other 

potential constraints.

You Us



Outcomes

• Power Allotments under development in 
parishes across Devon and or;

• A list of village scale solar farms chosen by 
Devon’s communities – which will 

demonstrate the desire for community 
power.

• Further support for community energy 
action.



Help us spread the word:

Contact us:

sreid@regen.co.uk | 07496 842782

mailto:Sreid@regen.co.uk

