CHERITON FITZPAINE PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING
Minutes of the Meeting of this council which took place on 17.03.2026

Cheriton Fitzpaine Parish Hall
Clerk: Denise Kingdon. 6 Wordlandcross, Cheriton Fitzpaine, Crediton, Devon. EX17 4JR
01363 866602 cfitzparishclerk@outlook.com

Public Participation: None

Formal Business: None

1. Present - ClIr Dibley (Chair), ClIr Acton, Clir Frost, Clir Harlow, Clir Cooke, Clir Williams, ClIr Yeandle, CClr Keeble,
DClIr Colthorpe.

2. Apologies - ClIr Steale

3. Minutes - It was agreed to approve the Minutes for the 17.02.26 meeting. Proposed Cllr Frost, Seconded Clir
Cooke, all agreed.

4. Declaration of Interest — None.

5. District Councillor/County Councillor Report.

5.1 District Report — A council tax increase of 2.9%, has been approved, 45000 letters being sent out. The business
rates drop-in day at Phoenix House was held in February; to reassure businesses they could talk to the finance
people and understand what their own business rates were likely to look like as a result of the increases. It was quite
successful and quite a number of people did come and all those who did were able to go away reassured about how
much it was actually going to cost them.

5.2 County Councillor Report — See report attached

5. Roads and Footpaths

5.1 Hedge at Sanders Lea — Responsibility for cutting the roadside hedge lies with the management company.
5.2 Road Closure — ClIr Cooke has offered to put up road closure notices through the closure route.

7. Finance

7.1 The Current Account at Lloyds bank statement dated 17.03.2026 was presented showing a credit of £21,956.66,
Instant Access Savings account £10,029.57.

7.2 Accounts to settle.

7.2.1 CFPH- Hall Hire — February - £23.00.

7.2.4 D Kingdon (Clerks Wages - £629.74, Office Charge - £10.00, (£639.74, less £125.80 PAYE) - £513.94.

7.2 It was agreed that 7.2.1 — 7.2.4 to be paid by bacs and verified by 2 councillors — Proposed ClIr Frost,
Seconded ClIr Cooke — All agreed.

7.3 £350.00 for the provision of a village herb garden has been approved. Proposed ClIr Cooke, seconded Clir
Williams

8. Planning
8.1 New applications:
8.1.1 Ref No: 26/00273/CAT

Proposal: Notification of intention to remove 1 Fir tree within the Conservation Area
Location: The Old Rectory Cheriton Fitzpaine Crediton
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 286787 / 106037

Parish: Cheriton Fitzpaine 12 - Supported
8.2.1 Ref No: 25/00576/LBC

Proposal: Listed Building Consent for replacement of timber lintel to fireplace with new timber lintel due to fire
damage.

Location: Buddle Cottage Cheriton Fitzpaine Crediton Devon

Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 287091/106155

Mid Devon District Council hereby grants listed building consent for the above development.



8.2.2 Ref No: 25/01295/PNAG

Proposal: Prior Approval for proposed excavation works to form a pond

Location: Land at NGR 287638 107745 West of Silver Springs Cheriton Fitzpaine Devon
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 287749/107785

Mid devon hereby approves the agricultural/forestry prior approval for the above development.
8.3 Planning Information — None.

9. Spring Clean
9.1 Dates of the Spring clean to be decided possibly late April early May.

9. Playparks
9.1 Meads Meadow - ClIr Acton has removed the old bench and fixed the gate.
9.2 Jacks Acre — Football/Rugby posts have been ordered due to arrive in a few days.

9. Correspondence — None

Matters of immediate concern for inclusion in the April agenda.

Date of Next Meeting.
21t March 2026.



March 2026

Cllr Steve Keable

Devon County Councillors Report - Creedy, Taw & Mid Exe:
Bickleigh * Brushford « Cadbury « Cadeleigh « Chawleigh * Cheriton Fitzpaine * Coldridge * Cruwys

Morchard * Down St. Mary « Eggesford * Kennerleigh + Lapford * Morchard Bishop * Newton St. Cyres *
Nymet Rowland + Poughill + Puddington « Sandford * Shobrooke « Silverton « Stockleigh English
Stockleigh Pomeroy « Thelbridge « Thorverton * Upton Hellions « Washford Pyne « Wembworthy «
Woolfardisworthy « Zeal Monachorum Steve.keable@devon.gov.uk

Mid Devon Councillors Report - Taw Vale:
Chawleigh « Lapford « Nymet Rowland « Wembworthy Skeable@middevon.gov.uk

Welcome to the March Newsletter - The big issue this month is to explain about our Council Tax ...

The 2026-27 budget is the first opportunity the new County Administration elected last May has had
to shape and determine the priorities for the next 3-years, in the first multi-year settlement in a long
time.

Prioritising roads, children and SEND services in our £839million budget

Stay informed about local decisions, community initiatives, and opportunities to have your say

Council Tax takes the strain

Including the 2% allowance Government made
some years ago for Adult Care, Council tax will
be up by the maximum permitted 4.99%.
Government continues to reduce grant and puts
pressure on local councils to make up the
difference or cut services, rather than to fund
from central taxes.

4.99% amounts to £1.73 a week increase on a
Band D property and less for Bands A-C property
where most people live. To balance income
against expenditure DCC has also to deliver just
under £39m of savings or find alternative
income.

Council Tax was never designed to fund
something as large and complex as adult social
care or children’s services. We disappointed that
Devon's ‘settlement’ announced by Government
in mid-February failed to recognise rurality by
restoring the £10m removed in 2025.

Devon is large, dispersed, aging and rural.
Delivering services here costs more. Distances
are greater, workforce markets thinner and
economies of scale are hard to achieve. While
these rural cost drivers are not recognised by
Government in national funding, we will
continue to press that case firmly and
consistently.

From April, the County will spend £839.2 million
on day-to-day services next year: up 4.1% than in
2025-26. Councillors also agreed a £770.6
million capital investment programme covering
the five years from 2026/27 to 2030/31.

This money will be used for major projects
such as road repairs, new school places,
support for children with special educational
needs, and improvements to council
buildings across Devon.

Roads and transport

Spending on highways maintenance will rise to

£32.4 million in 2026/27.

« £4m additional revenue funding for drainage,
gully clearance, ditching, vegetation
management and preventative works.

£15m additional capital from April for targeted

investment in preventative maintenance,

resurfacing, patching and serviceability.

« Afurther £10m matched-funding opportunit
for parish & town councils is to be developed.

£0.5m to strengthen highways inspection,
quality assurance, engagement &
communications.

Additionally, over the next five years, £546.1
million in total will be invested in highways. This
includes an extra £55 million over five years for
preventative maintenance.

Libraries

The misleading stories of libraries closing in recent
months are not true. Two separate things have
been happening 1) consultation about the running
of libraries and 2) setting the budget for April.

The County Council before last May had set a

course of budget reduction for the library service

beyond 2025-26. It is this that has been reversed

with additional £425k to support delivery, in

addition:

+ An additional £225k to restore the book
replacement fund to £0.5m

«  £1m reserve for Libraries and Rural Hubs to
implement the transformation and community-
led improvement through the consultation
where 22,000 people have responded to the
consultation.



Devon Budget Decisions

Children and families

The Children and families budget will see the

largest increase in funding across the council.

Spending will rise to £268 million in 2026/27, an

increase of £19.1 million. This reflects growing

pressure on children’s social care, early help for
families, and support for children who cannot live
at home.

«  £76.5 million will be invested over five years in
children’s homes, school expansions and
specialist education provision.

+ Children and young people with special
educational needs and disabilities remains a
key priority. Over the next five years, £25.8
million will be spent on new and expanded
specialist schools to create more places for
children who need extra support.

Adult social care
Adult social care continues to be the council’s
biggest area of spending. The budget for adult
social care will rise to £395.9 million in 2026/27, an
increase of £9.9 million, or 2.6 per cent. This helps
cover rising costs, including higher wages for care
staff.
£51.6 million investment over five years to help
adults live independently, including adaptations
to homes and investment in care facilities and
equipment.

The budget was supported by all political
parties with 52 voting in favour, 0 against
and 2 abstentions.

“This is a budget built on fiscal responsibility.”
Councillor James Buczkowski, Devon County
Council’s Cabinet Member for Finance

SEND

The Government's announcement to fund much
of the SEND deficit support is welcomed. This is
not new money but to clear the tab that has
accumulated over the years of national policy
expansion, and without funding it. This tab
deficit was being picked up through Devon
County finance. This cash impactis significant
as it strengthens the DCC balance sheet and
materially improves our treasury position -
higher cash balance improves liquidity, reduces
exposure to short-term borrowing and allows
more efficient capital financing decisions.
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