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PUDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Parish Clerk: Suzanne Childs, Greenlea, Puddington, Tiverton, EX16 8LN
Phone: 07800 539968 E-mail: puddingtonpc@gmail.com  
Website: https://middevonparish.co.uk/Puddington 

Minutes of the Puddington Annual General Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall 
on Tuesday 5th May 2026.
	

In attendance: Chairman Cllr. R Price (RP), Cllr. K Keatley (KK), Cllr. S Brick (SB), Cllr. R Keeble (RK), Cllr. H Tuffin (HT), Cllr. S Keable (SK), Cllr. M Jenkins, Clerk Mrs S Childs, and 3 Members of Public.
   
1. Election of Chairman:  Cllr. R Price was re-elected as Chairman.
2. Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office: Duly signed by Cllr. R Price and received and signed by Mrs S Childs, Clerk.
3. Election of Vice-Chairman: Cllr. K Keatley was re-elected as Vice-Chairman.  His Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed and received and signed by Mrs S Childs, Clerk.
4. Apologies: None
5. Declarations of Interest not declared in the Register of Interest: None.
6. Minutes: The minutes were approved and adopted by all Councillors.
7. Public Session: Members of the public again raised significant concerns about the condition of the roads around Puddington. It was noted that although some potholes had been filled, the quality of the repairs was poor and unlikely to last. Cllr. SK reported that additional funding had been allocated to Highways and to improving the organisation of proper contracting. It was mentioned that some Parish Councils have begun working together to repair roads themselves, with MDDC supplying materials. However, Puddington has nowhere suitable to store such materials, and Cllr. RP questioned why the Parish should take on this responsibility when residents already pay council tax for this service. Cllr. SK will provide further updates.
8. Correspondence:  Circulated via email.
9. Matters arising from previous minutes:   
9.1. Puddington Cross Junction (W241748060):  Cllr. RP said he intended to escalate the issue of the unpainted white lines at the junction by contacting the press and the MP, as the lack of action posed a significant safety risk. This is despite the Highways Department previously stating that, in their view, it was not a safety concern. The matter has been ongoing for three years and has been consistently disregarded, with two near‑collisions occurring in the past week alone.
Cllr. SK acknowledged that all departments are currently overwhelmed but noted that additional funding had been allocated for white‑line painting. SK will arrange a meeting with Steve Tucker in May and organise a site visit for them both. RP asked whether Steve Tucker had the authority to make a decision on this matter, and SK confirmed that he did. We await further updates from SK.
10. To receive the following reports:-
10.1. Parish: 
10.1.1 Planning:  
Agricultural building at Stubborn Cross granted.
Permission to fell beech tree at Wisteria Cottage denied and a preservation order was placed on the tree.
Permission for a dwelling to replace the barn at The Oaks has not yet been determined, but the Parish Council had submitted their comment to oppose the planning by the due date of 29 April.  RP to send details of this to MJ to call it in.  There is usually an 8 week timeline for a decision to be made.
10.1.2 – KK reported that no issues have been reported on the footpaths.  A fallen gate post had been repaired very quickly by the Council.  He also asked for volunteers to paint the goalposts and weatherproof the benches in the park as this had been brought up in the park inspection as action needed.
10.2. District:  - HT and MJ outlined their reports and these will be displayed on the noticeboard.  Details of the new financial support schemes from the MDDC – Crisis Resilience Fund and Oil Support Scheme were discussed.  Details of these will be added to the noticeboard and we will ask for information on this to be included in the next issue of The Bell.
10.3. County:  SK circulated his April report and apologised for his uncompleted May report which will be circulated in due course.  These will be displayed on the noticeboard.

11. Current Business: 
11.1    Financial Report:  Receipts and payments made since last meeting, as determined on
            the agenda were noted by the Councillors.
11.2    Payments for approval:  Approval given by Council to all listed in the agenda.
            Action:  Clerk to set up payments for approval.
11.3    Current financial situation:  Noted.

12. Confirm Date of Next Meeting:
12.1     Meeting date agreed for Tuesday 7th July 2026 – 7.30pm – Village Hall – Confirmed.
12.2     Agenda Items for consideration by the next meeting.

Meeting Closed at 20.40hrs.



